[image: image1.png]—~ THE —

SIR KEITH PARK

— MEMORIAL CAMPAIGN —




Battle of Britain hero’s statue in Trafalgar Square
 

“If any one man won the Battle of Britain, he did.” 
 Lord Tedder, GCB, Marshal of the Royal Air Force, 1947
Support the Campaign and Petition

We, the undersigned, are aware that there is no permanent memorial or statue to Air Chief Marshall Sir Keith Park GBC, KBE, MC and Bar, DFC, RAF who was in direct command of the pilots and all those who helped them defend London, the South East and the whole country from invasion during the Battle of Britain in 1940. We are aware that there is a suitable statue currently being commissioned and agree that a suitable position for this statue to occupy is the 4th Plinth in Trafalgar Square, where Sir Keith Park would join other heroes.
	Name (Please Print)
	Address
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Campaign launched for Battle of Britain hero’s statue

in Trafalgar Square

“If any one man won the Battle of Britain, he did.”

Lord Tedder, GCB, Marshal of the Royal Air Force, 1947

Friday 7th March saw the launch of a campaign to erect a statue of Battle of Britain hero Sir Keith Park on the Fourth Plinth in Trafalgar Square.  Supporters of the campaign include politicians Boris Johnson MP and Mayor of London; Brian Paddick and Tony Benn; historians Dr Stephen Bungay and Antony Beevor; former senior military officers Field Marshall Lord Bramall and General Lord Guthrie; broadcaster Sir Patrick Moore and film director Mr Peter Jackson.

New Zealander Sir Keith Park played a crucial role in winning the Battle of Britain.  As Air Vice-Marshal, Park commanded the RAF squadrons which defended London and the South East of England in 1940.  He then led the defence of Malta in 1942 and reached the rank of Air Chief Marshal.

After the war, Lord Tedder, GCB, Marshal of the Royal Air Force, said of Park: “If any one man won the Battle of Britain, he did.  I do not believe it is realised how much that one man, with his leadership, his calm judgement and his skill, did to save, not only this country, but the world.”

The campaign for a statue of Sir Keith was initiated by Terry Smith, a businessman and keen historian.  Terry Smith said:  

“Trafalgar Square commemorates Nelson, who defended England in her hour of need. Yet, amazingly, there is no public memorial to Sir Keith Park.  It is hard to imagine that the Fourth Plinth could serve a greater purpose than commemorating a man who did so much for this country.  Hitler’s failure to beat the RAF in 1940 forced him to call off his plans for invading Britain.  Had Park lost, think what our future might have been.”

“Such a memorial would help keep both his memory alive, and also help educate the young and all visitors to London of the incredible sacrifices made in that epic battle which raged above London and the South East in 1940.” 

The campaign website is www.sirkeithpark.com the website contains a media section, image library and further information on news and events regarding the campaign.


Air Chief Marshal Sir Keith Rodney Park, GCB, KBE, MC and Bar, DFC, RAF
Sir Keith Park commanded the Royal Air Force 11 Group Fighter Command – the squadrons which bore the brunt of the Battle of Britain.  The failure of Nazi Germany to defeat the RAF in 1940 was Hitler’s first major setback – and forced him to call off his planned invasion of Britain.  So it would be a fitting tribute to Park’s leadership that a statute of him should be erected on the fourth plinth in Trafalgar Square beneath Nelson – another British hero who defended our nation’s freedom in her hour of need. 

15 June 1892

Born in New Zealand, son of a Scottish geologist.  Served in the 




Cadets and joined the Army as a Territorial soldier in the New 




Zealand Field Artillery.

1915


Fought at Gallipoli.

1916


Park's battery took part in the Battle of the Somme.

Blown off his horse by a German shell.  Wounded, he was 




evacuated to England and graded "unfit for active service".

Joined Royal Flying Corps.

1917
 

Joined 48 Squadron at La Bellevue (near Arras). Park flew the new

Bristol Fighter (a two-seat biplane fighter and reconnaissance

aircraft).

 

Awarded the Military Cross for shooting down one, two "out of 




control" and damaging a fourth enemy aircraft during one sortie. 




Promoted to Temporary Captain and then Major, commanding 28 




Squadron.

1918
War ends. Park’s aircraft tally was five enemy planes destroyed and 14 "out of control" (plus one joint). His 13th victim in 1917 was Lt Franz Pernet of Jasta Boelcke, a stepson of General Erich Ludendorff. Park was also shot down twice during this period.

1918-38 Serves with RAF, commanding various RAF stations.

1938 


Appointed staff officer to Air Chief Marshal Sir Hugh Dowding. 

1940 
Appointed Air Vice-Marshal, commanding 11 Group, responsible for the fighter defence of London and southeast England. Organized fighter patrols over France during the Dunkirk evacuation. During the Battle of Britain his command took the brunt of the Luftwaffe's air attacks.

Appointed Head of 23 Group Flying Training Command. 

1942


Commanded air defence of Malta, and squadrons participated in the 




North African and Sicilian campaigns.

1945 


Appointed Allied Air Commander, South-East Asia, where he served 




until and after the end of the war

1946


Promoted to Air Chief Marshal and retires. 




Returned to New Zealand
6 February 1975 
Died in New Zealand
www.sirkeithpark.com
Level 3, 155 Bishopsgate, London EC2M 3TQ   Tel: 020 7200 7332   Fax: 020 7200 7678


